
Should Alexa diagnose Alzheimer’s?: Legal and ethical 
issues with at-home consumer devices

(with Barbara Evans, Carmel Shachar, I. Glenn Cohen)

David A. Simon 
Lecturer on Law & Research Fellow

Petrie-Flom Center for Health Law Policy, Biotechnology, & Bioethics
Harvard Law School

1



Research Question
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• What are the legal/ethical implications of  using 
in-home products/devices to diagnose disease?



Talk Structure

• Methods
• Findings
• Suggestions
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Method
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• Vignette 



Findings

5

• Consent
• Bycatching
• Legal Consequences
• Privacy
• FDA Regulation



Consent

1. What is it?

2. What are the questions here?
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Bycatching

1. What is it?

2. What are the questions here?
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Legal Consequences

1. What are they?

2. What are the questions here?
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Privacy

1. What is it?

2. What are the questions here?
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FDA Regulation

1. What is it?

2. What are the questions here?
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Takeaways

• Problems are 
– Multilayered
– Interconnected

• Solutions must be
– Comprehensive
– Flexible
– Broadly applicable, but tailored
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Thanks!


